
Mr. Fujita’s 
Scrapbook

This digital scrapbook of the 
Eastland Disaster is named for 
Mr. Jun Fujita, the Chicago 
Evening Post photographer who 
compiled his own scrapbook 
from the hundreds of images he 
captured.
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Hawthorne Works 
plant of Western 
Electric. Cicero, IL. 
These employees 
planned their 5th

annual picnic for 
July 1915.

SS Eastland

Ticket for Excursion



On July 24, 
1915, the 
Eastland 
tipped over in 
minutes, still 
tied to the 
dock in the 
Chicago River.
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There had been 
2500 souls 

aboard. The lucky 
ones walked off 

the ship and onto 
the tugboat 

Kenosha, which 
was used as a 
bridge to the 

wharf.
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The Reid 
Murdoch 
building, 
shown in the 
background, 
was used as a 
temporary 
morgue.
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It was 
raining. 

They threw 
ashes on the 
hull so they 

wouldn’t 
slip while 

trying to 
rescue 

people from 
holes cut 
into the 

steel.
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An information 
bureau was set 
up on North 
Clark Street.
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Survivors and 
onlookers were 

stunned.
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Divers were 
brought in to 
rescue and 
recover 
bodies.
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A rescuer 
on the 

interior 
of the 
ship.
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Diver and 
onlookers 
inside ship. 
This is the 
promenade 
deck.
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Fireman 
Leonard Olsen 

holds the 
recovered 
body of a 

child. 

His expression 
says it all.
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Too late.
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Watching 
and 

listening for 
signs of life.
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Recovery efforts by night.
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All seven members 
of the Sindelar

family perished.
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A mass funeral.



[*Historical note: It was later learned that 844 
people perished in the Eastland Disaster.]
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